Global Players & University of Amsterdam

Summer 2012 Course Syllabus

Dutch Culture and Society: Tulips and Tolerance?
Lecturer: Dionijs de Hoog
Please make an appointment if you want any support or evaluation. Send your email to:
d.a.dehoog@uva.nl
Daily: 9.30-12.00 PM
Course description:

This course gives an overview of Dutch history and discusses the process of formation of the Dutch nation state. We will look at images of the Dutch national identity that developed through time, explore their historical background and assess whether or not stereotypical images of the Netherlands and the Dutch are justified. We focus on Dutch state and nation formation starting in the Burgundian period (1385 - 1477) and covering the Habsburg period (1477 – 1588). We extensively cover the Dutch ‘Golden Age’ (ca. 1588 – ca. 1720) and look at historical developments and structural patterns that have remained important to this day. Emphasis is placed on the practice of cooperation and consultation in the ‘Water Boards’ that supposedly later evolved into the so-called ‘poldermodel’ of government by consultation and on the origin of tolerance of religious diversity in Dutch society. Furthermore we focus on the creation of the modern Dutch nation state since 1830. We will discuss several defining historical developments like the constitutional creation of the Dutch state, industrialization, the emergence of mass politics, pillarization, Dutch colonialism and Dutch feminism. The course highlights the processes and historical events that came to crucially constitute and define ‘the Dutch identity’ as it is known today. We learn more about the institutionalization of pillarization, causes and consequences of the Second World War, and the social revolution of the 1960s, progressive politics, large-scale immigration and the emergence of populism. In the last part of the course emphasis is placed on the political consequences of the social revolution where it comes to the arrival of immigrants and the reaction of the ‘tolerant’ Dutch. In a final overview of Dutch history we discuss the Dutch identity in a comparative perspective with other, mainly Western European, countries and find out to what extend the images and stereotypes of the Dutch culture credibly define that culture.

Format 
The course consists of daily seminars. Besides attending lectures/classes and participating in discussions, active participation of students will be required. Students are expected to write assignments on the literature and prepare presentations. The course will be evaluated on the basis of knowledge of the literature, the take-home tests and the presentations. 

Goals of the course:

· When students have completed this course they will be able to define and place in historical context key traits of Dutch culture and society such as typical Dutch forms of political cooperation, ‘Dutch tolerance’ and Dutch liberties.

· They will learn about key elements of Dutch history where it comes to social, economic, political, cultural and technological transformations in comparative perspective with other European countries.
· Students will be able to discuss and explain present-day concerns and political debate in light of the historical development of Dutch national identity

· Students will be able to distinguish between ‘empty’ stereotypes of the Dutch culture and ‘real’ images of the Dutch culture.

· They will have learned how to participate in a political, social and historical discussion in an international class.
· Finally, students will be tutored and supervised in written assignments and the writing of a historical paper in English at an academic level.
Readings:

The students will use the following books: 

· Blom, J.C.H. and E. Lamberts (eds.) History of the Low Countries (2006 Edition)

· Besamusca, E. and Jaap Verheul (eds.) Discovering the Dutch. On culture and society of the Netherlands (Amsterdam 2010)

Other readings are available via the (digital) library of the University of Amsterdam or on the internet. Students can make use of the digital library and/or find articles via www.scholar.google.com 

Requirements:

Students are expected to attend classes and participate in the discussions. Absence for more than two classes will lead to exclusion from the course.

Students are required to actively participate on the discussion forum. The lecturer will formulate topics that every student has to analyse and react to. Each student receives an overall grade on a 10 point scale for participation on the forum. 
Students are required to do a daily quiz based on the literature. Each quiz will be evaluated on a 10 point scale. Every morning starts with a quiz.
Students are expected to write two take-home tests during the course which are related to the course’s readings. On each assignment students have to mark their name, student number and a title, and include a list of references. The assignments should be written in correct English. Each assignment will be evaluated on a 10 point scale. Assignments should be handed in electronically as Microsoft Word-documents via the Blackboard website (as Ephorus assignments). 

Students are expected to give a presentation during the course. The presentation should be 10-15 minutes long. Students are expected to make use of a power-point presentation. During the presentations students will introduce the readings for that day. The presentation will also be graded on a 10 point scale.

Assessment:

To complete the course the students should have a grade of minimum 5,5 on each of the four separate elements of the course’s requirements, being: (1) active participation, (2) the average of the quizzes, (3) the presentation and (4) the average of the take-home tests.

The final grade for the course will be calculated as follows:

· grade for active participation during class and on the discussion forum 15%

· average of the quizzes 30%

· average of the presentation 20%

· average of the take-home tests 35% 
Re-examinations:

If a student is not able to meet the required standard, she or he can do a re-examination. The re-examination consists of the following elements:

Average grade for the written assignments and presentation below 5,5: students can submit a maximum of two new take-home tests that will be made available on Friday July 13th 2012.

And/or:

Average for the quizzes below 5,5: students can redo the quizzes, also made available on Friday July 13th 2012.
Daily Program

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Block 1: Late mediaeval and early modern state and nation formation: 1385-1795

Day 1: Introduction

Date: June 18th 2012
During this introductory meeting we will discuss the aims and format of the course. 

Watch:
· This promotion of Dutch culture to get an idea of what sort of image exists of The Netherlands: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=plSrO-7NI4g&feature=related
· This picture and its caption. Read the whole article if you like: http://www.forbes.com/2010/09/02/worlds-happiest-cities-lifestyle-cities_slide_5.html
The Burgundian Netherlands and the Habsburg Netherlands: genesis of a geographic entity and the formation of a political union from 1385 to 1588
We will also explore how the Netherlands as a political entity came into existence.
Readings: 

· Course description (that is what you are reading now)
· Blom, J.C.H. and E. Lamberts (1999) History of the Low Countries. (2006 Edition) pp. 82-142.
· Tilly, Charles (1982), Warmaking and statemaking as organized crime pp. 1-18
· Besamusca, E. and Jaap Verheul (eds.) Discovering the Dutch. On culture and society of the Netherlands (Amsterdam 2010) pp. 9-18 and 24-32
Stereotypes 1: Burgundian Dutch
Dutch people who know how to enjoy life are referred to as ‘Burgundian’. We discuss this and other forms of historical continuity.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Block 1: Late mediaeval and early modern state and nation formation: 1385-1795

Day 2: The Dutch Republic: creation of an exceptional state from 1588 to 1672

Date: June 19th 2012
Today we focus on how the Dutch war of independence against the Spanish ‘motherland’ created a state unlike any other.

Readings:

· Besamusca, E. and Jaap Verheul (eds.) Discovering the Dutch. On culture and society of the Netherlands (Amsterdam 2010) pp. 97-103 and 149-157
· Blom, J.C.H. and E. Lamberts (1999) History of the Low Countries. (2006 Edition) pp. 143-193.
· Glete, Jan (2001) The Dutch navy, Dutch state formation and the rise of Dutch maritime supremacy, Paper for the Anglo-American Conference for Historians. University of London, Institute of Historical Research. Available at: http://www2.historia.su.se/personal/jan_glete/Glete-Dutch_Navy_Dutch_State.pdf
Stereotypes 2: Windmills and tulips

We will explore certain ‘known images’ of the Dutch culture that originated in the period that we cover during the session. The relationship between the Dutch fight against water and the then Dutch pioneer mentality is explained. We deal with questions like: ‘Where did those windmills come from?’ and ‘Why are tulips Dutch?’

Today we will visit the Maritime Museum to see their exhibition. We will meet at the entrance of the museum at 1.30 PM.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Block 1: Late mediaeval and early modern state and nation formation: 1385-1795

Day 3: The downward spiral of the Dutch empire from 1672 to 1795
Date: June 20th 2012
Today’s session discusses how The Netherlands lose their unique position and the demise of the Dutch East India Company.

Readings:
· Besamusca, E. and Jaap Verheul (eds.) Discovering the Dutch. On culture and society of the Netherlands (Amsterdam 2010) pp. 9-18

· Blom, J.C.H. and E. Lamberts (1999) History of the Low Countries. (2006 Edition) pp. 194-220.
· Israel, Jonathan (1995), The Dutch Republic: Its Rise, Greatness, and Fall, 1477-1806, pp. 959 – 1005 and 1113 – 1121.
Stereotypes 3: The Netherlands and Holland

We will explore certain ‘known images’ of the Dutch culture that originated in the period that we cover during the session. The origin of the supremacy of the province of Holland is explained. We deal with a question like: ‘Why do Dutch people from The Netherlands live in Holland?’
After class there will be a guided walking tour: ‘Old Amsterdam’. We will meet at the ‘Tower-of-Tears’ on the Prins Hendrikkade 94.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Block 2: The Dutch Nation State: the ‘long 19th century’ from 1795 to 1917
Day 4: The changing appearance of the Dutch state: 1795 - 1830

Date: June 21st 2012
Today we will discuss the effects of the French Revolution for the Dutch state. We will focus on the French occupation, the Congress of Vienna, the creation of the United Kingdom of the Netherlands and the secession of Belgium.

Readings:

· Besamusca, E. and Jaap Verheul (eds.) Discovering the Dutch. On culture and society of the Netherlands (Amsterdam 2010) pp. 9-18

· Blom, J.C.H. and E. Lamberts (1999) History of the Low Countries. (2006 Edition) pp. 275-318.
Stereotypes 4: Amsterdam as the capital of The Netherlands

We will explore certain ‘known images’ of the Dutch culture that originated in the period that we cover during the session. We look at the reason why Amsterdam has become the capital of The Netherlands and not The Hague.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Block 2: The Dutch Nation State: the ‘long 19th century’ from 1795 to 1917
Day 5: Revolution and transition in the Dutch society: 1830 - 1917
Date: June 22nd 2012
Today we will discuss the transitional phase in Dutch society during the 19th century. We will focus on the revolutionary years 1830 and 1848 in combination with typical economic and social developments.

Readings:

· Besamusca, E. and Jaap Verheul (eds.) Discovering the Dutch. On culture and society of the Netherlands (Amsterdam 2010) pp. 9-18
· Blom, J.C.H. and E. Lamberts (1999) History of the Low Countries. (2006 Edition) pp. 393-428.

Take-home test 1: Submit your take-home test on Blackboard before August 13th 2012
Today we will visit the Rijksmuseum to see their brilliant exhibition. We will meet at the entrance of the museum at 1.30 PM.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Block 3: Stability and trauma: 1917 to 1977

Day 6: From the Pacification of 1917 to the Declaration of war in 1940

Date: June 25th 2012
Readings:

· Besamusca, E. and Jaap Verheul (eds.) Discovering the Dutch. On culture and society of the Netherlands (Amsterdam 2010) pp. 9-18

· Blom, J.C.H. and E. Lamberts (1999) History of the Low Countries. (2006 Edition) pp. 429 – 441.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Block 3: Stability and trauma: 1917 to 1977

Day 7: War and restoration in the Netherlands: 1940 - 1962

Date: June 26th 2012
Today we will discuss the shock that the Second World War was for Dutch society and developments during the restoration period after the war.

Readings:

· Besamusca, E. and Jaap Verheul (eds.) Discovering the Dutch. On culture and society of the Netherlands (Amsterdam 2010) pp. 9-18

· Blom, J.C.H. and E. Lamberts (1999) History of the Low Countries. (2006 Edition) pp. 442 – 450.
Stereotypes 5: Anne Frank.
We will explore certain ‘known images’ of the Dutch culture that originated in the period that we cover during the session. We look at what role Anne Frank plays internationally and what role she plays in The Netherlands.
After class there will be a guided bicycle tour: ‘Images of Dutch History’. We will meet at the ‘Tower-of-Tears’ on the Prins Hendrikkade 94.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Block 3: Stability and trauma: 1917 to 1977

Day 8: Cultural Revolution in the Netherlands: 1962 - 1977

Date: June 27th 2012
Readings: 

· Besamusca, E. and Jaap Verheul (eds.) Discovering the Dutch. On culture and society of the Netherlands (Amsterdam 2010) pp. 9-18

· Kennedy, James (1995) Building new Babylon: cultural change in the Netherlands during the 1960s pp. 1 - 24 and 210 – 269.
· Veen, Hans T. Van der (2009) Regulation in spite of prohibition. The control of cannabis distribution in Amsterdam pp. 129 – 147.

Thematic presentation 4: Dutch freedoms

Today we will visit the Amsterdam Museum to see their exhibition. We will meet at the entrance of the museum at 1.30 PM.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Day 9: Politics and society in The Netherlands: 1977 - 2011

Date: June 28th 2012
Today we tour by bus to Den Haag, Rotterdam and the Delta Works

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Day 10: Politics and society in The Netherlands: 1977 - 2011
Date: June 28th 2012
Today we will focus on the consequences of Dutch left-wing politics and we will discuss some developments in the Dutch society since the end of the Cold War.

Readings:

· Besamusca, E. and Jaap Verheul (eds.) Discovering the Dutch. On culture and society of the Netherlands (Amsterdam 2010) pp. 9-18

· Blom, J.C.H. and E. Lamberts (1999) History of the Low Countries. (2006 Edition) pp. 450 – 470.

· Kennedy, James (1995) Building new Babylon: cultural change in the Netherlands during the 1960s Chapter 6 and 7.
Take-home test 2: Submit your take-home test on Blackboard before August 13th 2012
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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